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R =oQIK  HKHI  “Chapter 2: Ring of Prayer”

Written by Ibushi Gintaro
Translated by Joseph Grossman

(Brand new bus stop. A woman is sitting on a bench.
She looks at her wristwatch to check the time. Takes out a torn Misanga from her bag.
She talks while looking at the Misanga.)

My love, we finally have a bus stop here.
It’s a lot higher up the hill, isn. t it?
We used to look up at the disaster prevention office building before, but now we see it so far below.

And, the sea also can be seen for a great distance now!

You know, my Misanga string finally wore off from my wrist yesterday. Do you know what a Misanga is?
It’s a bracelet woven with strings. You put it on your wrist and make a wish. When it gets worn off from your wrist, your wish will

come true.

It was true. You would. t believe so, would you?

But, I received a call from the police and they found you.

It’s a piece of bone. Something called DNA got matched to you.

It’s enough to have even such a small piece of you back. Finally, this will enable us to return you back to the soil.

I will have to order a nameplate soon, and receive a commandments name from the monk to put on it, and then have a funeral.

N

Am I trying to do too much too quickly? I know, you have always told me that! * you are so impatient.”

Well, you will be named . so and so KOJI’.
I want to think of the commandments name myself, but I won. t be allowed to do that. So, at least I will ask the monk to include
kanji that means “Sea. in your commandments name.

You loved the Sea so much.



But please remember, whatever name you are going to be given, you are always my love.
I was always talking to you, and stroking my Misanga like this.
This was given to me from a person who became a friend of mine in the temporary housing.

It’s called "Misanga Ring (Tamaki) of the beach”. I wonder who thought up the name?
People used to say * Tamakin about the bracelet long ago.
Well, actually, I'm making Misanga now every day,

A short time after the Great East Japan Earthquake,
there was a movement to create jobs in Sanriku. 2 Ginlls Bar “Chapter II Prayer Ring:

The housewives on the beach started making Misanga.

Handmade and braided threads into fishnets.

I was invited because I have skilful hands.

They asked, * Would you like to make it together?s

Speaking of work, I used to peel oysters and scallops from the shells at the factory quicker than anyone else.

That’ s why I was able to make Misanga faster than anyone else. I made two Misanga in an hour. Am I great?
Amazing isn’t it?
I got hooked making them.

Because, if I am not totally focused on something, I think I would go crazy.

I was in the shelter for a long time, but now I have moved into temporary housing.

Since then, my life has been dedicated to going to morgues looking for you, and returning to the temporary housing daily.

N

Our son Shinichi, asked me many times ® Would you like to come to Sendai and live together?”
Of course, It would have been a relief to live with my son and his wife, but
[ didn’t want to leave this town until I found you my love.

11



Remember, I also got off at this bus stop when I came to wed you from Tokyo. I changed from the Shinkansen to the train and then to a
bus, and the last stop was here.
You used to jokingly say, “The man of the sea doesn’t ride lightly in a car. s

We haven’t had a car since then, so it’s always been travel from this bus stop, from going on our honeymoon to anywhere else.
You used to say “This is our private car: , Shinichi took it seriously when he was little.

I remember well, don. t I?

Although, you used to say ® You would forget things fast when it was convenient for you.”
There are some things that are too hard to forget.

(holds up her hand against the sun. While taking out the umbrella.)

I always keep an umbrella in the corner of my bag, because I am a worrier. But, you didn’t carry an umbrella unless it was raining
when you left home. So, I always waited for you at this bus stop with two umbrellas when it was snowing or raining, did I not?

(while opening an umbrella)
3 Ginls Bar “Chapter 2 Prayer Ringa

The bus was delayed on the day it snowed heavily, and I waited about an hour for you. But, it did not bother me at all.
Because, I knew you would definitely be back.

When you got off your bus, you said, “Oh, oh, you had worked hard, worked hard.”

I said, ® Shouldn. t it be ’Thank you.. 1in a case like this?!”

You said meaningless nonsense like * You had worked hard, means you had worked hard. Thank you means thank you. = ,
and we teased while laughing.

Then you came under my umbrella and hugged my shoulder,

(Circling the umbrella) T said ® People are looking at us, aren. t they?:

N
M

”

You said, It would be only a snowman looking at us in such a heavy snow,” and we had teased and laughed again.



It was cold, but my shoulder with your hand holding it was so warm.

(Sigh) I remember all these things in vain...

I am trying not to remember too much.

But while I am trying not to remember too much.

when I am trying...I realise I have not really forgotten anything.

(Looking up at the sky) It was sunny like this that day, wasn't it?

You came to the factory immediately after the earthquake. “Run to the high ground. There will be a Tsunami. I. m going to
boat off shore.. and, you went back.

I ran up to the stairs of the shrine with the factory co—workers and turned around,

There was your boat sailing off the shore, further and further, all the while snowing white

Soon after that, a huge, huge wave came, and the town was swallowed... the house, the car, the people...
Swept away... my hometown was gone. ..
I had no choice but to pray with everyone.

The entrance of the temporary housing is narrow, but I keep a small mirror next to the door.

)
M

When I go out, I look into the mirror and say, * I am going (ittekimasu).: ,

it replies, » Come home safe. (itterasshai).: .

)

When I come home, I say ® I am home (tadaima).. It replies ® Welcome home (okaerinasai): .
In my mind, I feel like I could hear that.
When the person who went out saying, “I’m going.. comes home saying

N
M

I am home. »
It makes me feel happiness. Even though it is such an ordinary thing, isn. t it? 4 GinlJs Bar “Chapter II Prayer Ring:

My love.
How far have you gone? Won. t you come home, yet?
The tsunami is gone, and the town is getting lively little by little. It. s all right that you can come home anytime.

sail my

13



Knowing you, you have gone too far,

ran out of fuel and drifted to some southern island.

Before too long, you will come home with black, sunburned face and over— grown beard down to your belly, won. t you?

And, you would say “Oh, oh, I'm home. It. s me. It. s me.. wouldn t you?

And, T would reply ”“Oh, oh, welcome home. Where have you been? You could have called me!. , and we would tease again, would we not?
Saying “Your face is too dark. The beard is too long.. laughing and crying, laughing and crying. ..

(looking at the Misanga), Tamaki also means ”“connecting”.

One weaving by one weaving, it will connect everyone’ s thoughts.
Such thoughts will change into wishes, and it will become prayers before long.

To tell you the truth, that day, I wanted you to run away with me hand in hand. I didn’t want you to get on that boat.
I wonder which option was better?
Just waiting for you to come back from some southern island,

or having you return home, even if only one bone.
But, I imagine, you would have wanted to come home as soon as possible even if you were reduced to a bone, wouldn. t you?

To be honest...I wanted you to run away with me hand in hand.

I haven' t forgotten your big hands. Your arms are as thick as a log stick. Your fingers are gnarled and rough. They are the hands of
a man of the Sea. There were many corpses at the morgue whose faces were unidentifiable because they were covered with mud and
decomposed.

But I could always tell by looking at the hands, if it. s you....

(While taking out another Misanga)
Actually, I kept one more Misanga for you.
I thought I would wrap it around on your wrist when you came home.

5 Ginls Bar “Chapter IT Prayer Ring”

14



If it were you, what would you wish for Misanga? What would you pray? (Holds the Misanga up against the sun)

N
M

Well, they say that Tamaki also means ° go around: .

Then... I wonder if I will be able to meet you again, after going around someday? .

Shall I wait for you at this bus stop until then, shall I not?

Until you come home by bus, many hours, many days.

Wait and wait, wait and wait, wait and wait, then... getting tired of waiting, and getting tired of waiting,
Still, if I kept waiting,

I wonder if you would tell me * Why are you wasting time for so long?. , when you get off the bus?

(Looking at Misanga)
Today is my last day waiting.
Today is the last time I talk to Misanga. Today makes the one finish.

There is a chapter two in life, isn t there?
My love, it is the second chapter of my life from now on.

(The sound of the bus approaching)

I’m going to pick you up, my love.
(Looking at Misanga) “Welcome home (okaerinasai)a

(With her head down/bowing towards Misanga) * Thank you for working hard (otsukaresamadeshita).”

(Put Misanga away into her bag) Slowly dim out

15
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